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The fact that in spite of this drawback,
the Hindu, the Greek, the Roman, the Arab
and the Catholic Christian institutions of
mcdiceval Europe produced so many eminent
scholars, philosophers and jurists is in no
way proof of their excellence. H only
establishes the capacity of the human mind
to transcend its environments and to rise
above the limitations imposed on it by
authority, be the authority that of the
parent, the Guru, or the State. <

The Gurukula academy at Ifurdwar has
attempted to remove some of these defects,
but I am not quite sure, that the segregation
insisted on in that institution was ever so
complete in the ancient times as it is repre-
sented to be. The name implies that the
pupil lived with his C*um as an adopted
member of the hitter's family. In every
way he was treated as a child of tin* family.
In that case the number that each Gum
could take must have been extremely limited.
There must have been larger Ashramas and
Panshads too where a number of Gurus
co-operated in teaching and training large
numbers of pupils, but whether these A$h~
ramas and Parishads insisted on the pupils
being so completely cut away from society
in general is problematic. At any rate the